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Prelude 
      “Autumn Leaves in the Wind,” Various Artists. 

Opening Hymn  

 
 

Gather 
The Spirit of God is with us.   
Let us praise God, ever present with us. 
The Spirit of God goes before us.  
Let us praise God, who guides and gathers us. 
The Spirit of God stands behind us.   
Let us praise God, in whom we place our faith. 
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Song of Praise Verses 1 and 4 

 

Prayer of the Day 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Good and gracious God, you have hemmed us into a tapestry of saints and sinners, 
prophets and fools; from our disparate lives, you have called forth creation which 
challenges our conceptions of the promised land.  Draw our hearts and minds to you 
this day to reflect on the story of our faith which has been written, and to envision 
the future you call us to embrace. Amen. 
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Scripture 
We sit. 
Spirit of truth, move now in ancient words and cluttered hearts  
that we might hear your voice and live,  
for we long to be glad servants in your household. 
A reading from Isaiah. 
After the Reading 
The Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Sermon 
Prayers  

We sit or kneel. 
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ,  
let us pray to the Creator, saying Spirit of God who dwells in us,  
this is our prayer. 

The intercessor continues until calling us to pray together this closing: 
O Creator,  
continue to send the Holy Spirit  
to fill us with an ever-growing faith,  
guiding us in our relationships with each other,  
instilling in us your gift of love,  
and inspiring us to new beginnings.   
Fill us with your Spirit’s power  
that we will delight  in doing good works  
to the praise of your Name;  
through Jesus Christ ensouled with you  
and the Holy Spirit,  
one God through all eternity.   
Amen.   
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Affirmation 
We stand. 
We sing of God the Spirit, 
      who from the beginning has swept over the face of creation, 

      animating all energy and matter 

      and moving in the human heart. 

We sing of God the Spirit, 
   faithful and untamable, 
   who is creatively and redemptively active in the world. 

The Spirit challenges us to celebrate the holy 

   not only in what is familiar, 

   but also in that which seems foreign. 
We sing of the Spirit, 
   who speaks our prayers of deepest longing 

   and enfolds our concerns and confessions, 

   transforming us and the world. 

We offer worship 

   as an outpouring of gratitude and awe 

   and a practice of opening ourselves 

   to God’s still, small voice of comfort, 

   to God’s rushing whirlwind of challenge. 

Through word, music, art, and sacrament, 

   in community and in solitude, 

  God changes our lives, our relationships, and our world. 

Peace 
May the peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 
We greet each other. 

Announcements 
Offertory 

God is ever faithful through the generations and has blessed us with much. 
With grateful hearts, let us offer back to God what we have,  
with love and thanksgiving. 

Music  
“Peace in the Valley,” Barb Jungr. 
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Great Thanksgiving   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right and our great delight to praise you, O God. 
In the beginning of time, your wisdom danced through creation,  
calling forth light and life.   
Foolishly we turned from you and abandoned your ways of justice and mercy. 
Yet you did not reject us, but continued to call us and claim us as your own. 
We were slaves in Egypt, and you freed us. 
We were hungry and thirsty in the wilderness, 
and you nourished us with manna and water from the rock.   
We had no home, and you led us into the land of your promise. 
We worshiped idols of our own making, 
and you called to us through the prophets to turn back to you. 
At last you emptied yourself of power and came to us as the child of Mary,  
holy God in frail and human flesh.   

Therefore we praise you, joining with all the faithful of every time and place, 
who forever sing to the glory of your name: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest!   

You are holy, O god of power and might and blessed is Jesus Christ,  
the one who comes in your name. 
In his life, he called unlikely people to follow him: 
fisherfolk, tax collectors, children, sinners, deniers, betrayers. 
On the cross he gave himself up to the powers of this world, 
showing in his body your great foolishness, O God, for loving  
such a wayward world.  Yet by this very cross, O Wisdom from on high, 
you have undone and remade the wisdom of this world,  
drawing light from darkness, power from humiliation, life from death itself. 
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We thank you that on the night before he died Jesus took bread,  
gave thanks, and broke it, and shared it with his friends,  
saying, take, eat—my body broken for you. 

We thank you for the way he took the cup, the new covenant sealed in his blood,  
shed for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you eat and drink, he said,  
Do it in remembrance of me.   

Come then, life-giving Spirit, brood over these bodily things 
and make us into one body with Christ, that we, who are baptized into his death,  
may walk in newness of life; that what is sown to dishonor may be raised in glory 
and what is sown in weakness may be raised in power.    
Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, 
We proclaim together the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Holy One, our only Home, 
hallowed be your name. 
May your day dawn, 
your will be done, 
here as in heaven. 
Feed us today, 
and forgive us as we forgive each other. 
Do not forsake us at the test, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the glory, the power, 
and the mercy are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
The Leader breaks the bread.  Silence is kept.   
The living bread is broken for the life of the world. 
Spirit of God, unite us in this meal. 

Invitation 

Jesus calls all people to sit at the table with him: the sick and the uncertain, 
the weak and the poor, the Pharisees and tax collectors. 
From north and south and east and west he calls us to come and sit at this table.   
To this table, to this banquet of wisdom, 
he calls us again.   



7 
 

Communion 
Please come to the table, whether you are single, married or divorced, drinking, using or sober, 
abled, disabled, or ill, gay, straight, or discovering, wealthy, getting by or in debt. Christ meets us 
all. 

We approach the altar beginning with those sitting in the last rows; they shall be first. Approach 
the rail from the left aisle and take a cup; used cups go on the tray on the right. You may receive 
only bread or only wine. Our Eucharistic bread is handmade and robust. If you prefer a wafer, 
please tell your server.  

Receiving the bread and wine is a central act of worship in the Episcopal Church. 

Music 
“Gymnopedie No.1,” Erik Satie. 

“Who Knows Where the Time Goes,” Judy Collins. 

Thanksgiving  
We stand. 
O Christ who emptied himself for us,  
give us today the gifts of humility  
so that we would realize true thankfulness.  
We remember and thank you for life 
and for breath,  
for shelter,  
for bread and wine and every meal, 
and for a span of days in which to live  
and choose  
what we will make of our time. 
Now, Holy Spirit,  
who for love of your children  
offers both conviction and comfort, 
give us encouragement and tender correction  
to each as needed, unto the end, 
that our life and breath and span of days  
will not be squandered, 
but be well-spent in your loving service. 
Amen. 
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Closing Hymn Verses 1, 2 and 3 

  

Sending 
God hears our needs  
and answers the cries of our hearts today and always;  
pray for those who have no words,  
and walk in the way of the Lord: 
with thanksgiving, with gladness, with insight. 
Go now, in the light of the Eternal One,  
a sure and certain strength throughout all the ages. 
We go to serve the world in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. Alleluia! 

Postlude 
“Down by the Riverside,” Playing for Change, featuring Keb' Mo', Preservation Hall Jazz 
Band & Grandpa Elliott.  
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Prayer Texts 
The music reproduced in this bulletin is copyrighted and reprinted with permission 

from OneLicense.net#A-708236. 

Gathering and Prayer of the Day: Tim Glatzer. 

Prayers of the People: Christy Davis, Diana Anderson and Susan McEvoy. 

Affirmation: Song of Faith of the United Church of Canada, 2006. 

Eucharistic Prayer and Sending: adapted from Feasting on the Word, 2014. 

Lord’s Prayer: Martha Blacklock, Mother Thunder Mission. The Reverend Blacklock 
was one of the first women to be ordained in the Episcopal Church.  Here is a profile 
on here in the New York Times https://www.nytimes.com/1982/09/05/magazine/a-
woman-s-life-in-the-priesthood.html 


