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WELCOME

We are so happy you are with us. Please add your voice and heart to the prayers. Help
others find a place near you and greet the person next to you as we prepare to worship
together. Please stand and sit as you are comfortable.

APPEARING LIVE

Jesus taught with his body, his presence, his voice. It is our responsibility to do the
same, and we do it all year. In these weeks of January, we will hear from our leadership
at the microphone about our presence, our voice, and our servant ministry in short
reports of our “outward signs” of invisible grace during each service. We will learn
about each other and our work, which will help us prepare for the annual meeting of
our membership on February 4, 2024.

THE SEASON

“Epiphany” comes from a Greek word meaning “showing forth, appearance,
manifestation, revelation.” On January 6th we recognize the Manifestation,

(or revelation) of Christ to the Gentiles when the three kings arrived with gifts for the
newborn Jesus. The star that guides them is part of the imagery of this season, as are
the celestial sun and moon.

The Feast of the Epiphany is followed by the “Sundays after the Epiphany.” The length
of this season of Epiphany varies from four to nine Sundays, depending on the date of
Easter. This year, the season lasts through January to February 11.

SERVICE TEXTS

The Affirmation of Faith for Epiphany is written by The Rev. Dr. Amanda Burr, a
United Methodist elder.

The other words of this service are adapted from Feasting on the Word® Worship
Companion, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville, Kentucky.

Music in this bulletin is reproduced with permission under OneLicense.net #A-

708236.
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PRAYER CONCERNS
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PRELUDE

“Light of the Holy Spirit,” India.Arie.
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GATHERING

Christ is the fountain of life.

In Christ we behold the light of God.

Yours, O God, is the power to make all things new,
to keep us in sunlight and moonlight.

PSALM 27:1-4

'"The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid?

2 When the wicked advance against me to devour|[ me,
it is my enemies and my foes who will stumble and fall.

* Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear;
though war break out against me, even then I will be confident.

* One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek:
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
to gaze on the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.
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SCRIPTURE

O God, you spoke your word and revealed your good news in Jesus.
Fill all creation with that word again,

so that by proclaiming your joyful promises to all nations

and singing of your glorious hope to all peoples,

we may become one living body,

your incarnate presence on the earth.

Amen.

A reading from Mark.

After the reading

The Word of God, the light of life.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON
PRAYERS

Mothering God, in every gathering of Christian believers,
you bring together a people of gifts, strengths, and needs
to manifest the universal body of Christ.

In peace we pray, saying

God of radiance and warmth, hear our prayer.

The intercessor continues with the prayers, concluding with

God, you are the giver of all good things:
Receive our prayers that we offer.

In all things, grant us the courage

to exercise your gifts for the good of our world,
through Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

As our Savior taught us, we now pray.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.



OUTWARD SIGNS
AFFIRMATION

We stand.

We believe in God,

the creator of all things,

the giver of life and breath.

We believe in Jesus Christ,

born Emmanuel, God with us,

baptized and revealed the most beloved child of God;
he sought to heal humanity by taking our brokenness upon himself,
suffering, dying,

and being raised from the dead

for the sake of all the world.

We believe that he will come again.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

continually pouring herself out refreshing our lives,
leading us into a new day,

ever-birthing the church.

This Spirit is our companion and counselor of truth
reminding us of the gift of faith,

the ever-presence of God

and the promise of eternal life.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

We may greet one another in the name of God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERTORY

Bring offerings and tributes with thanks and praise;
for the gifts we give are the gifts of God.

MUusic

“One Thing I Have Asked of the Lord,” Marty Goetz.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

God is with you.

And also with you.

Let us open our hearts.

We open them up to our God.

Let us give thanks to the God of Light.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Bright shining God, inner light of all faithful souls, we celebrate your gifts of love,
creation, and art. We rejoice that you have made us in your image and call us to live in
your limitless love. You bring people to the dawn of your rising.

You sent your only child, our morning star, to light a way in our night and lead us to
justice and peace. Your Holy Spirit shines good news into our lives.

Each daybreak you call us to feed the hungry, bring recovery of sight, liberate the
oppressed, heal the brokenhearted and bind up their wounds, and keep watch for the
dawn of your commonwealth on earth.

For all of this we give you thanks. And we praise you, joining our voices with all life on
earth and the company of heaven, who forever sing their hymns to proclaim the glory
of your name.

s = S i s 7 ——
i S— - - 2 1 1 } )

4 >
o & P t t y
Ho - 1y, Ho -« Iy, Ho - |y Ho - Iy
A d d "
- — lf‘j —3 | ——11 —
= ! §' ™ — 1 3 ‘% ‘1‘ | ]
Lord, God ol hosts. Heav-en and  earth are
=7 - - ': I ]
1 -1 i
. T T T v ) 2o | T
full of your glo-ry. Ho - san - na in the  high
—1 —1 1 | 1 1—t 1 1 - — 1
" T
0l I | 1 1
est. Bless-ed s he who comes in the name of  the
Jﬁ“ﬁ’t - T«ﬁ" — ~", — > I |
| | e 1 i || i |
L L3 3 J A | " J
. ' ' - 4 -
Lord. Ho - san na
A . — L
e e e e e e e = e
L) 3 - ' 3 ™
2 » 1 l { |8 V } 1 + . i
in  the high - e¢st, ho - san - na  in  the high - es.
Tesk ICULL © XD
Musae: Hlacd Mosnitviin Livrgy, S48y A Moaren, © NXD, 200160, OEA Pildacaions, (s



On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread,

and after giving thanks broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying,
Take, eat; this is my body given for you. Whenever you do this,
do it in remembrance of me.

After supper, he took the cup, saying,
This cup is the new covenant, sealed in my blood,
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do it in remembrance of me.

This is the mystery of faith:
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By your Spirit bless this bread and this cup
that they may become for us the presence of Christ among us.

Shine your light and your love on the offering of our lives.
Enlighten us that we may be your people, the body of the risen Christ,
the light of the world, set apart to serve this earth that you have made.

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

we praise you now and forever, O Eternal Light.
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We break the bread of life,

and that life is the light of the world.

God here among us, light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.

God'’s gifts for God’s people.



THE COMMUNION

Please come to the table, whether you are single, married or divorced, drinking, using or
sober, abled, disabled, or ill, gay, straight, or discovering, wealthy, getting by or in debt.
Christ meets us all.

We approach the altar beginning with those sitting in the last rows; they shall be first.
Approach the rail from the left aisle and take a cup; used cups go on the tray on the
right. You may receive only bread or only wine. Our Eucharistic bread is handmade and
robust. If you prefer a wafer, please tell your server.

Receiving the bread and wine is a central act of worship in the Episcopal Church.

MUusic

“Take Up Your Cross, The Savior Said,” Charles Everest.
“I'm Not Ashamed to Own My Lord,” Isaac Watts.

“Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone,” Thomas Shepherd.

PRAYER OF THANKS
We stand.

Let us pray.

In gratitude, O God,

we have come to your table,

into your presence, into your house.

For all that you have done for us,

the bread, the wine, the Word, the song,
for bringing us into the light of Jesus Christ,
we offer our thanks and praise.

We long to live as children of light,

doing what is pleasing to you through Jesus Christ,
who awakens those who sleep,

and raises those who are dead to new life.
In his name we pray.

Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN
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Text: Grahum Kendrick, b, 1950; tr, by Luis Alfredo Diaz and Loel Black Mathix
Tune: SHINE, 9 9 10 10 33 with refrain; Gruham Kendrick, b.1950, arr. by Tom Feuke
© 1988, 1989, Make Way Music. admin, Music Services
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SENDING

Go peaceably, looking upon the hearts of others,
and proclaiming the Good News.

We go with the light of Christ upon us.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

“The Lord Is My Light,” News at Eleven.
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