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ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

EWS

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 2012

Leadership Visit

Joel Dingman, the Diocesan head
of Ministry Delivery will be in Region
I from October 11-14. It will be his first
visit in his new position. We will host a
dinner at St. John’s on Saturday, October
13, 5:30 p.m. All in the congregation are

encouraged to come and meet Joel and
his wife Nancy, to sup with them and
learn how the Diocesan office will be
supporting our ministry developments
and overseeing our congregational life.
Please join us!

Dying to the Life We Know

Jesus believed in real life. A rich, full life of
profound love among family and our friends, a
generous love for our neighbors, and deep love
of the great mystery that is God. In some sense,
this means dying to the life we know — releasing
angers and hurts, preparing a legacy for the larg-
er community, and getting in right relationship
with God. When we or people we are close to
are facing a terminal illness, there is an urgency
to take care of this spiritual and practical house-
keeping. But we can, and are encouraged to do
so at any time in our lives. In the Great Litany
from The Book of Common Prayer, we pray that
the Good Lord deliver us from dying suddenly
and unprepared.

On Sunday, November 4 at 1 p.m. there will
be a workshop on making such preparations. It
will cover four topics. Jennifer Jensen will pres-
ent information about wills, living wills and
other legal documents and how to prepare them.
Megan Nickles will lead the group through mak-
ing your funeral and other last wishes known;
discussing home health care, palliative care and
hospice; and getting your spiritual affairs in or-
der. Material presented will be based on Living
at the End of Life by Karen Whitley Bell, RN,
and The Four Things That Matter Most: A Book
about Living by Ira Byock, M.D. However, no
preparation is necessary and all are welcome.

Birthday Party

Our annual celebration of our life together
in the church will be November 4. Please bring

a dish for the carry-in luncheon, and sign up for
the gift registry in the undercroft.
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